
� Memorandum of Understanding October 
1977 - Coordination with Montana FWP  

�� Memorandum of Understanding October 
1971 - Coordination with Montana FWP 

 
 

Affected Environment 
 
The DFO is responsible for the management of a 
wide variety of wildlife habitat in southwestern 
Montana.  The BLM manages wildlife habitat 
and FWP manages wildlife populations.  These 
habitats reflect the influence of a variety of past 
and ongoing human activities and disturbances, 
resulting in significant increases in some species 
populations, declines in others, and the 
modification of large blocks of habitat.  These 
habitats and the wildlife species that rely on 
them rarely exist solely on BLM lands, and often 
extend across administrative boundaries to other 
federal, state, and private lands. 

 
The public lands in the planning area provide 
mostly mountain foothill habitats that are  
bounded by National Forest, ARS, and State 
lands at higher elevations and private lands at 
lower elevations in the major river valleys.  
Public land ownership is scattered with 
intermingled private and state lands although 
relatively large blocks of public land habitat are 
present in some areas.  In general, this habitat 
can be segregated into three types: sagebrush 
shrublands, conifer forest, and riparian/wetland.  
These habitat types will serve as a basis, to the 
extent practical, for describing existing 
conditions, and for developing and comparing 
management alternatives throughout the 
planning effort.  This will focus on a broader-
scale approach as opposed to single species 
management, although certain individual 
wildlife species will still be emphasized. 
 
Sagebrush Shrublands 
 
Big sagebrush habitat types are the dominant 
vegetation communities on the majority of 
public lands in the planning area.  This area 
supports a significant diversity of sagebrush 
species and communities, and sagebrush-
dependent wildlife species.  At mid to lower 
elevations, Wyoming big sagebrush is the 
dominant habitat type that provides important 
winter habitat for mobile wildlife species such as 
mule deer, pronghorn antelope, and sage grouse, 

Table 16.  Watershed planning areas within the DFO 
Watershed Planning Area Schedule Date for Completion 
Ruby  2003 
Upper Red Rock 2005 
Lower Red Rock 2007 
Middle Madison 2005 
Lower Madison 2007 
Beaverhead 2006 
North Big Hole 2004 
Upper Big Hole 2004  
Lower Big Hole 2006 
Upper Jefferson 2005 
Lower Jefferson 2005 


